The Golden Age
and butter, were scratched with a stylus on unbal tablets. Some of these had holes bored in them so tl could be attached to the merchandise. Writing spre Susa, probably over the plateau, when the kingdom extended its rule over the whole of Iran at the end of th millennium. These lower layers of civilisation show us of the copper age at Sialk and the succeeding layer periods which came some two thousand years later.
Mounds dating back to the neolithic period are fc over the Iranian plateau, but few excavations up to n< yielded such a store of information as we have been gather at Sialk. Near Persepolis, however, a neolithic was discovered. This did not contain separate hou later villages, but consisted of an irregular cluster of coi and rooms. From this we may conclude that the inh lived in clans, a form of community life inferior evei polygamous family. These clans were most probaK androus, a form of society found in Elam during the ft millennia and among a number of small Asiatic trib< possession of women in common between the member family or clan (hence among blood-relations only) that communal life is moving towards better organise groups. Strabo (xvi, 783) gives the following accou polyandrous community amongst the Arabs: "Brotl considered more important than children. Leadershi] family and in high positions within the community is by primogeniture. All relatives hold possessions in c< but the eldest is the chief. They share one wife among The first to arrive enters and lives with her, leaving